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During the weekend, unofficial sources informed the Argentine media that the head of the
government's recently created public enterprise holding company, Enrique Olivera, had resigned.
The holding company, known as the Public Enterprises Directorship (DEP), has charge of
implementing a variety of financial and structural reforms within the public enterprise sector,
including the liquidation of selected unprofitable firms and sales to the private sector. According
to these sources, President Raul Alfonsin and his Radical Civic Union party were not pleased
with Olivera's resignation, and apparently tried to dissuade him. However, on Sept. 21, the text
of Olivera's resignation was released to the press, and Alfonsin announced his acceptance of the
DEP head's decision. Pedro Trucco, former minister of Public Works and Services, was named
by ministry sources as the most likely candidate to replace Olivera. Alfonsin also announced that
the head of DEP would henceforth be a cabinet member. Olivera reportedly had informed the
president and the minister of public works and services on Sept. 2 that DEP's institutional tools
were inadequate to carry out its basic tasks. He suggested that certain legal norms and "profound
organizational changes" be instituted via the passage of new legislation. An anonymous source told
Noticias Argentinas that the Olivera presented his resignation almost simultaneous to Alfonsin's
confirmation of Economy Minister Juan Sourrouille shortly after the Sept. 6 elections. Differences
between Sourrouille and Olivera, said the source, "are very profound." Trucco's successor as
Minister of Public Works and Services, Roberto Terragno, was appointed only last week. (Basic data
from NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS, 09/18/87, 09/21/87; DYN, 09/19/87)
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